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Man Tells of King Murder 
Offer; Tie to Prison Probed 


. IC1 'sT.YoLTS — A 46- vear-old man here 
has told the House Assassination Com- 
mittee that late in 1966 or early 196T he 
turned down an offer of S50.000 to ar- 
range the death of Rev. Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. 

Russel! G. Byers, a former automobile 
parts dealer, acknowledged in an inter- 
view with The New York Times that he 
had told the committee that two men 
from Imperial, Mo., had offered him the 
money on behalf of a group of busmess- 
. men to kill the Civil Rights leader, who 
was assassinated on April 4, 1968. Both 
men have since died, but their wives said 
they did not believe the story. 

The account has spurred an intense 
inquiry by investigators for the commit- 
tee, largelv because Byers’ brother-in- 
law. John Spica. was serving a murder 
term at the time of the alleged offer in 
the Missouri State Penitentiary, where 
James Earl Ray, later convicted of killing 
King, was also a prisoner. 

Byers told The Times that he had re- 
jected the proposal and had not informed 
Spica about iu But he said he had sus- 
pected that word of a bounty on King’s 
life might have reached men inside the 
* prison through’ other routes, 
j A three-month investigation by the 
House committee, and an independent 
j inquiry by a team of reporters for The 
: New York Times, have uncovered a 
series of circumstantial connections lead- 
ing from Byers and the two men from 
Imperial, Mo., into the state penitentiary, 
from which Ray escaped on April 23. 
: 1967, almost a year before the fatal 
shooting of King in Memphis. 

Ray is serving a 99-year prison term 
in Tennessee’s Brushy Mountain State 
Prison at Petros for the murder of King. 
Ray, who pleaded guilty to the murder, 
has since denied that he fired the fatal 
shot and has repeatedly requested a new 
trial, which he maintains would place the 
blame on others whose identity has not 


between the alleged proposal to Byers 
and the death of King, this is the first of 
many conspiracy allegations that leads 
directly into the Missouri prison. At the 
prison, it was widely rumored in 1966 
and 1967 that a conservative business 
group was willing to pay a large sum of 
money to anyone whc- wouid murder 
King. 

House investigators are reported to 
regard this trail of evidence as one of the 
most tangible avenues of inquiry in their 
explorations. 

Some sources familiar with the in- 
quiry' agree that Byers’ allegation is 
uncorroborated and that the lines into 
the prison may be no more than the 
casual relationships among persons who 
live in the same area. But. they argue, 
the situation merits the intense scrutiny 
that it is now receiving. 

They also note that Byers did not 
offer, on his own. to cooperate, but testi- 
fied only after the committee tracked 
him down. And they appear to believe 
that his account is buttressed to some 
extent by the fact that he told it to 
several persons at the time, and was not 
coming forward now, after the I death of 
the persons who allegedly made the 
offer. 




a evidence has yet been 



